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(57) Abstract: A hot-melt conjugate fiber produced by high- 
speed melt spinning. This conjugate fiber is comprised of a 
first resin component of 40% or higher orientation index and 
a second resin component of 25% or below orientation index 
having a melting point lower than the melting point or soft- 
ening point of the first resin component. The second resin 
component is continuously present in at least part of fiber sur- 
face in the longitudinal direction thereof. The conjugate fiber 
preferably exhibits a thermal shrinkage percentage of 0.5% or 
below at a temperature lO^'C higher than the melting point or 
softening point of the second resin component 
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materials for constituting nonwoven fabric. However, only a slight 
proportion thereof is supported by the description within the meaning 
of PCT Article 6 and disclosed in the description within the meaning 
of PCT Article 5. 

With respect to the invention of claim 7, search has been conducted 
on the recognition that the requirements for properties such as specific 
volxame, strength per basis weight and bulk softness per thickness can 
be satisfied by the use of the fiber of claim 1 in light of the teaching 
of the description, especially Examples and Comparative Exanqples. 
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